Combined keratoplasty, cataract extraction, and intraocular lens implantation: experience at the Wilmer Institute.
A review of 12 cases of combined keratoplasty, cataract extraction and IOL implantation performed during the past five years at the Wilmer Institute is presented. The results show 80% of cases with 6/12 (20/40) vision or better with a follow-up of at least six months. All but one of the grafts remained clear. Our current technique for keratoplasty, extracapsular cataract extraction and posterior-chamber IOL implantation is described. This technique has several advantages, including the following: an intact posterior capsule, no anterior vitrectomy, protection of the cornea from the IOL by the iris, and potential for full pupil dilation after surgery. Conservative and highly selective use of the procedure is recommended.